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Everywhere you look in the Naval Postgraduate School 
you see examples of the art that made the old Del Monte 
Hotel such a mecca. for the discriminating traveler. 
Though the art gallery is no longer in existence, many 
interesting pieces of art remain in the School. The diorama 
entitled "La Noviate" (The Bride) which is located in the 
Copper Cup Room is one such example. Mounted on 
horseback, the bridal couple of the Spanish period of 
California history is pictured as they leave the church 
after the wedding. Accompanying them are the bride's 
father and the best man. Most of the guests arrived at the 
wedding on horses and the bridal couple always left for 
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(Colltinued frolll Page I) 
their new home mounted 0 11 horseback. It 
has been said that early Californians rode 
literally from the cradle 10 the grave. 
Executed by J o Mora, the famed western 
sculptor, the fi gu res, which are half life size, 
were first molded in clay and then cast in 
arti ficial stone and painted. 
The hotel contained within its walls an 
art gallery for the enjoyment of its guests. 
The Del Monte Art Callery, opened in April 
1907, was established by the management for 
the purpose of giving to the painters and 
sculptors of California an exhibition hall 
and salesroom for thei r work. Prices ranged 
from $15 to $1,000. The latter price was 
se t on a painting enti tled Lale No vember in 
the Coast Rouge by William Keith . 
The five-milli on-dollar fire which almost 
destroyed the famous hotel did not damage 
the paintings and objects of art. The fire-
fi ghters removed the contents of the art 
gallery and six and a half hours later the 
main portion of the bui lding was in ashes. 
Ris ing from the ashes of the old hotel, the 
new Del Monte Hotel was, architecturally 
speaking, more pleasing to the eye than the 
old Victorian style hotel with its elabo rate / 
gingerbread detail. -...........;-
A short ride up the elevator in Hermann 
Hall to the fourth tloor will reveal a unique 
room complete with a fireplace and a wa ll 
size pain ting. This rather different seascape 
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was p ai nted directl y on the wall by Ferd i-
nand Bcq~do rff . The arti st, now ill his 80's, 
also painted several other seascapes which 
he presented to a fo rmer Superintendent of 
the Postgraduate School. These now line the 
walls o f the mezzanine. 
In the lobby of Hermann H all two other 
paintings of interest can be found. One is a 
map of the Monterey Peninsula, complete 
with sea se rpents and old sailing vessels. 
This map, as well as its companion piece 
on the opposite wall , a f C signed by Francis 
McComas. 
Leaving the lobby and moving through 
the long hall adjacent to the chapel , one 
cannot help but be impressed by the wall of 
colored tile in the spacious ballroom. The 
coat of arms, worked in the tile, conta ins the 
words "DcI Monte" and what looks like 
an unused fountain resides at the base of 
the wall. 
T he colored tile, which is used so ex ten· 
sively throughout the School, is noticed as 
one walks down the steps from the main 
lobby to the basement. The stone stairs! 
themselves worn from much use! contain 
colored til e insets. A huge picture overlook-
ing the stairway symbolizes the naval su-
premacy of the German Navy and was, 
ironically enough, taken from the wardroom 
of the Von Steuben, a German vessel cap· 
tu red duri ng World War II. 
Art, they say, is for everyo ne, and certainly 
the students of the Nava l Pos tgraduate 
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